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“ Each time I have had the pleasure of spending time with Dr. David 
Ireland I have gained insight into the depth of God’s Word, the 
character of our Savior, and the nature of our Father. A trait I have 
found in only a handful of others.”

 —KURT WARNER, NFL Hall of Fame quarterback

 

“ David Ireland’s new book distills over thirty years of experience 
building cross-race relationships into a practical guide for others to 
use.  If you feel God is calling you to unite rather than divide and you 
need help, One in Christ is for you!  I have seen Dr. Ireland in action 
in his own church and I can attest to his authenticity as a reconciler.”

 —LUIS PALAU, international evangelist

“ God uses David Ireland to communicate His Word with unusual 
passion and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.”

 —PASTOR JIM CYMBALA, author of Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire
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Racial disharmony is tearing communi-
ties apart, both inside and outside the 

Church. But Jesus Christ is the great rec-
onciler. Warmth, regard, and respect ema-
nated from His person toward others—all 
others. Jesus was comfortable in His skin 
and this made others who approached 
Him comfortable in their skin. We too are 
called by God to build bridges, cross cul-
tural lines, and model diversity in every 
area of our lives. In a divided society Chris-
tians must demonstrate how to practice 
unity, tearing down the barriers that keep 
us apart. 

David Ireland equips Christians to usher 
in a new era of racial reconciliation in One 
in Christ. Ireland shows us that becoming a 
true reconciler can be learned. In fact, it is 
demanded of us. The last charge Jesus gave 
His followers was to become cross-cultural 
ambassadors. He said, “Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 
28:19). This is not optional, Ireland says: 
We must each become racially accommo-
dating, true reconcilers who labor to bring 
all of God’s people together in Christ.

DAVID IRELAND is the lead pastor of Christ 
Church, a multi-site, multiracial congre-
gation in northern New Jersey. When he 
founded the church in 1986, it had six 
members. Today it has a congregation of 
8,000 representing over sixty nationalities. 

Ireland serves as a diversity consultant 
to the National Basketball Association and 
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also leads chapel services for the New York 
Giants, New York Jets, and the U.S. Pen-
tagon. He has written over twenty books 
and appeared on The Dr. Phil Show, CBS 
Evening News, and The 700 Club.

He began his career in civil engineering 
with an undergraduate degree in mechan-
ical engineering (Fairleigh Dickinson 
University) and a graduate degree in civil 
engineering (Stevens Institute of Technol-
ogy). Later he attended seminary, earning 
a master’s degree in theology (Alliance 
Theological Seminary) and a doctorate in 
organizational leadership (Regent Univer-
sity), and completed post-doctoral work at 
the University of Pennsylvania. He and his 
wife Marlinda married in 1984 and have 
two daughters.
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